BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE.

HIGH COMMISSIONER'S NOTICE
No. 84 or 1947.

It is hereby notified for general information that
uwader and by virtue of the powers vested in him by
section fifty-four of the Bechuanaland Protectorate
Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic Proclamation, 1947
{(No. 23 of 1947y, His lxcellency the High Commis-
stoner has  been pleased to make the subjoined
Regulations.

By Command of His Excellency
the High Commissioner.

A. G T CHAPLIN,

Actine Administrative Secretary.
@ 3

Hioh Commissioner’s Office,
Cape Town, 18th April, 1947,

MOTOR VEHICLE AND ROAD TRAVFFIC
REGULATIONS.

Usk axp Constroerioy or Moror VEITICLES.

1. All expressions used in these regulations, 1in
respect of which definitions are given in the Bechuana-
land Protectorate Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic
Proclamation, 1947, hereinafter referred to as ‘‘ the
Proclamation ', shall have the same meaning as is
given to them in the Proclamation.

2. In calculating the weight of a motor vehicle for
the purpose of these regulations, it shall be taken to
consist of the weight of a motor vehicle ready to travel
on the road, Including the weight of all accessories
supplied by the makers as standard equipment, and
with the addition of the weight of the accumulators
in the case of electric vehicles. The weight of water
and fuel carried in the motor vehicle shall uot,
however, be included.

3. No person shall cause ov permit a motor vehicle to
be used on any public road, or shall drive or have
charge of a motor vehicle when so used, unless the
conditions  hereinafter set  forth are satisfied,
namely 1 —

(1) The motor vehicle, if it exceeds In weight
unladen seven hundredweight, shall be capable of
being so worked that it may travel either forward
or hackward.
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brakes in good il ;
that the application of either to the motor vs
shall cause two of its wheels on the same axle t
so held that the whole shall be effectually preve
from revolving or shall have the same effect in
stopping the motor vehicle as if such wheels were so
held:

Provided that in the case of a motor vehicle hav-
ing less than four wheels, this condition shall apply
as if, instead of two wheels on the same axle, one
wheel was therein referred to:

Provided also that in the case of a motor vehicle
which is propelled by steam and which—

(a) exceeds two tons in weight unladen; and

(b) has one brake in good working order and of
such efficiency that the application of that brake
to the motor vehicle shall cause two of its wheels
on the same axle to be so held that the wheels
shall be effectually prevented from revolving; and

(¢) is not used either as a stage carriage or
otherwise for the conveyance of passengers for
gain or hire, the engine of such motor vehicle
propelled by steam, if it be capable of being
reversed, shall be deemed to be the second indepen-
dent brake required by this condition.

(5) The steering gear of the motor vehicle shall be
constructed and kept in such condition that the
amount of movement which the steering wheel shall
make before the steering gear becomes effective in
changing the direction of the vehicle from the left
to the right, or the right to the left, shall not be
more than one-sixth of the circumference, i.e. 60
degrees.

(6) The motor vehicle and all the fittings thereof
shall be in such condition as not to cause, or be likely
to cause, danger to any person on the motor vehicle
or on any publie road.

(7) (1) Two lamps shall be carried attached to the
motor vehicle and shall be so constructed and placed
as to exlmbit during the period between 30 minutes
after sunset and 30 minutes before sunrise a white
light visible within a reasonable distance in the
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(113 Unly one lamp for use on the motor vehicle
as a spot-lignt or searchhight may be carried attached
to the moior vehicle and, under no circnmstances,
shall the tight of such lamp be directed into the line
of visron ol any person or animal that may be pro-
ceeding along a public road in the opposite direction
to that in which the motor vehicle fitted with such
Light s travelling: provided that it shall be lawful
for the driver of any motor vehicle, when the near
side of any road along which he is proceeding is not
otherwise tlluminated, to direct the lizht from his
spotlight so as to illuminate such near side of the
road.

4. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle
to be used on any public road ftor the purpose of
drawing any vehicle, or shall drive or have charge
of a motor vehicle when used for such purpose, unless
the conditions hereinafter set forth are satisfied,
namely ;: —

(1) Sub-sections (2) (3) and (6) of Regulation &
shall apply as if the vehicle drawn by the motor
vehicle, hereinafter referred to as a trailer, was
there;in referred to as well as the motor vehicle
itself.

(2) The combined length of a motor vehicle,
together with the trailers attached thereto, shall not
exceed 70 feet, such length to be measured from the
extreme front portion of the motor vehicle to the
extreme rear of the last trailer.

(3) Every trailer exceeding ten hundredweight
in weight unladen drawn by a motor vehicle shall
have a brake in good working order and of such
efficiency that its application to the vehicle shall
cause two of the wheels of the trailer on the same
axle to be so held that the wheels shall be effectually
prevented from revolving or shall have the same
effect in stopping the vehicle as if such wheels
were so held.

(4) A trailer drawn by a motor vehicle shall,
when a brake is required to be attached thereto,
carry upon the trailer a person competent to apply



efficlently the brake: Provided that it shall not be
necessary to comply with this condition if the
brakes upon the motor vehicle by which the trailer
15 drawn are so constructed and arranged that
neither of such brakes can be used without bringing
into action simultaneously the brake attached to
the trailer, or if the brake of the trailer can be
applied from motor vehicle by a person upon
the wmotor vehicle independently of the brakes of
i
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(2) He shall not, when on the motor vehicle, be
in such a position that he shall not have control
over the same, and that he cannot obtain a full
view of the road and traffic ahead of the motor
vehicle, or quit the motor vehicle without having
taken due precautions against its being started in
his absence.

(3) He shall keep affixed to the vehicle, in such
position as to he easily operated by the driver, a
hooter or horn capable of giving audible and
sutheient warning of the approach or position of his
vehicle. He shall, whenever necessary, sound such
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(b)Y (1) No driver of & motor vehicle shall permit
any person to occupy auy spoce which may exist
hetween his seat and the side of the motor vehicle
nearest to the driving seat.

(2) No owner or driver of any motor velicle shali
penmt any person to ride upon the steps or outside
portion of any such vehicle while in motion.

("’ This sub-section shall not apply to a rmotor-

-le or to the conductor of any motor vehicle r)jx
ine for hive or profit or to an~— repairer while
t-he motor vehicle.

(¢) The drivers of all motor vehicies wihen
travellivg over the public 103(?5 shall observe the
following vule of the road, viz.: Thev she
to the left of the centre of the road .
approached by another vehicle or not. The driver
of a mxm)r vehicle overtaking or 551
motor vehicle or vehicle going in the sa
shall pass on the rvieht (off) side of the
vehicle or vehicle, but when motor v
in the a§Ip0s site (llre(uon each other
other vehicle, the driver shall keep to the loft
the road rmp@(:tnely. If the driver of 2
vehicle in motion on a public road meets a ¢
mwotor vehicie on his left side of the read or
motor vehicie on the left side of the voad nroce
in the same direction, the zaid driver shall nios
the stationary vehicle or vehicles proceeding
same direction, unless he is able to do so without
obstructing the line of passage of any wofor vehlcle
coming iu the opposite direction.

anather

(d) No driver of any vehicle whatsoever, shall
decrease his speed, siop at any place other than an
intersection or turn to the right or left without
giving such signals as may be presecribed.

The ptovfs?ou’ of this Section with mg'ald to
signals when turning shall not apply to such tarns
as are necessarily made to follow curves in the align-
ment of the road.

(¢) No motor vehicle shall enter into any
from any other street until the driver has s:
himself that the street about to be entered iree
from obstruction of any nature in the divecticn in
which he intends to proceed.

() No driver shall pass another motor vehicie
a bend, cornev ov turning until he has o clear view
of am;ma(hnm trathic, and is satisfied that the ro: Ld
way is suffictently clear to permit of kis so doing

() The driver of the motor vehicle shall be ?e
to be the respousible person for the purpose of hl\
regulation.
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this and the preceding reg alation shall apply only to

motor vehicles Uzopeﬂed by internal combustion
engines.

8. No motor vehicle shall emit smoke from the
exhaust on any public road, except from a purely tem-
porary cause.

9. Every motor vehicle which, by reason of the
construction of its body or of the position of the load
that it may be carrying, prevents its driver from hav-
ing an unobstructed view to the rear of the vehicle,
shall carry a mirror in such a position, as adjusted, as
will enable the driver of such vehicle to obtain a
reflected view of traffic to the rear of his vehicle.

10. Every motor vehicle shall be so constructed as
to enable the driver, when the motor vehicle is
stationary, otherwise than through an enforced
stoppage, owing to necessities of traffic, to stop the
action of any machinery attoched to or 1‘01‘1111&54‘ part
of the motor vehicle so far as may be necessary for
the prevention of noise. The driver shall, on every
occasion, make prompt and effective use of all such
means as in pursuance of this regulation are provided
for prevention of noise as above mentioned :

Provided that this regulation shall not apply so as
to prevent the examination or working of the
machinery attached to or forming part of a motor
vehicle where any such operation is rendered necessary
by any failure or derangement of the said machinery.

AND LICENSING REGULA-
TIONS.

REGISTRATION

1 Eve;y registering aathouh shall keep a
y f@z’ the registration of motor euicle:.




4y The registering authority shall keep the register
in two parts, one part relating to motor vehieles not
being 1wotor-cycles, and the other part relating to
: Cies.

) The owner of o motor vehicle who desires to
it with any registering authority shall apply
to such authority, and shall furnish him with true and
accurate particulars as set out itn the form in the
Secend Schedule hereto.

rel

=

{6y A motor vehicle dealer shall, on supplying a
purchaser with a motor vehicle, give him the correct
pavticulars in respect of the description and weight of
the vehicle so as to enable such purchaser to comply
with these regulations.

(¢) The registering authority, on receipt of any such
application and the particulars referred to, shall forth-
with assign a separate number to the motor vehicle,
and register it by making the required entries in a
register to be kept by him.

{d) The District Commissioner to each district
shall be the issuer of licences referred to in the Pro-
clamation.

13. (1) If the ownership of a motor vehicle is
changed, it shall be the duty of the owner who sells or
otherwise disposes of the vehicle to notify, in writing,
the registering authority with whom the vehicle is
registered and obtain cancellation of the registration
in his name within twenty-one days after the day of
sale or disposal of such vehicle, and the registering
authority shall, upon receipt of such notification,
remove the name of such owner from his register in
respect of such vehicle.

(2) After a registration has been cancelled, the
registering authority of the district concerned may, if
he thinks fit, assign that registered number to the same
or any other vehicle, subject to the following regula-
tions.

14. The registering authority of every district shall
establish and keep a register of licences issued.

15. (1) The mark to be carried by a registered motor
vehicle in terms of section two, sub-sections (2) and (3)
of the Proclamation (referved to as the identification
mark) shall consist of two plates, which must conform
as to lettering, numbering and otherwise, with the pro-
visions set out in the Third Schedule to these regula-
tlons.

(2) Designs painted and otherwise shown upon o
portion of the motor vehicle which has a flat unper-
forated surfuce way, 1f 1t 15 desired, be used, instead
of plates, and any reference to plates tn these regula-
tions shall be construed to include a reference to such



deblonu; and any reference to the fixing of i
include a reference to the painting or other delineation
of the design.

16. The plates forming the identification mark shall
be fixed, one on the front of and the cther vn the
back of the motor vehicle in a vertical position net
lower than 12 iuches or higher than 3 feet frow the
ground, so that every letter or figure on the plate is
upright and easily distinguishable, in the case of the
plate placed on the front of the motor vehicle from in
front of the vehicle, and in the case of the plate placed
on the back of the motor vehicle from behind the
vehicle. No contrivance or apparatus of aany sort
shall be placed 1n ‘fromt of any such plate or any
portion thereof so as t(} obstruc t thw clear vision of th

whole piate by ang 15 feet xllbtf;lﬂb
withan radius of Vi feet from a line drawn
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18, When another vehicle is drawan by a motor
vehi (1e the plate required to be fixed on the back
of the motor vehicle, or a duplicate of such plate,
shall be fixed on the back of the venicle ‘At' ached,
as the case requires, in the same manner as the pla te
is required to be fixed on the motor vehicle, unless the
vehicle drawn has been separately lemsteled under the
Proclamation.

19. Whenever during the period between thirty
minutes after sunset and thirty minutes before sun-
rise, a motor vehicle is nsed on a public road, a lamp
shall be kept burning on the vehicle, so COI]T“’l red
as to iluminate by means of reflection, transparancy
or otherwise, and render easily distinguishable every
letter or figure on the identification plate fixed on the
back of t'.e motor vehicle or of any vehicle attached
to the back of the motor vehicle, as the case may be.

In the application of this regulation tora motor tri-
cycle or motor cycele of a we 10ht unladen not exeeding
three hun(hedwemht, the plate fixed on the front of
the motor vehicle may, if desired, he substituted for
the plate fixed on the back of the motor vehicle.

20. {(a) The registering duthontv of any area where-
in are siturte the business premises of any manufac-
turer of motor vehicles or dealer in motor vehicles who
is an importer of motor vehicles, may assign to that




manufacturer or dealer and register a general identi-
fication mark upon payment of the sum of £10, when
there shall be issued to such manufacturer or dealer
and importer a licence for the calendar vear or por-
tion thereof next ensuing. The jdentification mark
mav be used by the licensee on any vehicle owned by
him and for the time being in his p-ssession for any
purpose connected with his business as a dealer and
mporter or manufacturer of mechanically propelled
vehicles, other than the conveyance of passengers for
profit or reward. So long as the vehicle is being used
for such leeitimate purpose, any other purpose sub-
sidiary or incidental thereto may he served at the samne
time.

The identification mark shall not, however, be
used on private vehicles belonging to such owner and
used for his own purposes.

(&) The registering authority of any nrea wherein
ave situite the business premises of auny dealer in
motor vehicles, who is not an importer of motor
vehicles, mav assign to that dealer and rewister u
ﬂonem) identification mark upon pavument of the sum
of £3. when there sinll be issued to such dealev «
limited licence to use s.ch identification mark for the
calendar vear or portion thereof next enswing. Sub-
ject to the observance and fulfilment of the provisos
hereinafter contained, the holder of such licence
may  use anv number up to five wmator vehicles
on a public read under such identification maﬂ\ for
any one or more of the following purposes:—

(1) For test or trial in the ordinary course of
construction or repaiv or immediately after com-
pletion in either such case.

{2) For proceeding to or from a public weigh-
bridee for ascertaining its unladen weight or to or
from any place for its registration or inspection hy
the registerine authority.

(3) For test or trial for the benefit of a prospec-
tive purchaser; for proceeding at the instance of a
prospective purchaser to any place for the purpose
of such test or trial: for returning after such test
or trial.

(4) For delivering the motor vehicle to the place
where the purchaser iutends to keep it.

(5) Ior delivering a motor vehicle from his pre-
mises to the premises of any repairer of or dealer
in mechanically propelled vahl(les or removing a
motor vehicle from the premises of another repairer
of or dealer in mechanically propelled vehicles
direct to his own premises.
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¢ proceeding from the premises of a
repairer of or deal;r in mechanically propelled
vehicies 1o a Iahway station for entraining or from
a train 1o the premises of such repairer or dealer.

(9) For proceeding to or returning from any
garage, auction room or other place at which motor
vehicles are usually stored, or usually or periodi-
cally offered for sale and at which the motor vehicle
is to be or has been stored or is to be or has been
offered for sale, as the case may be:

Provided that:-—

(ay No motor vehicle shall be used upon a public
road under a limited licence unless the duplicate
entries from the book referred to in sub-section (c)
hereof properly completed are carried along with
such vehicle while so in use.

(b) No motor vehicle shall be used upon a public
road under such a licence for any purpose other than
a purpose for which the motor vehicle is authorised
by this sub-section to be used under such licence.

(¢ (1) The book referred to in sub-section (b} (a)
hereof shall be in the form prescribed in the Fourth
Schedule hereto in which the holder of such licence
shall, on each occasion and before such licence is
brought into use, complete in duplicate the entries
for which provision is therein made. One copy of
such entry shall remain in the book and the other
copy shall be carried with the motor vehicle during
the whole of the journey to which entries relate, and
shall be produced at any time during such journey
by the driver for inspection upon demand made by
any police officer or other duly authorised person.

(2) Such book shall be produced at all reasonable
times for inspection by any police officer, and shall
be kept available for inspection at the place specified
in the declaration made on application for the
limited licence as the place at which the book will be
kept.
deface or mutilate any book
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e, alter or obliferate any entry in any
vried on the motor vehicle under para-
foihils sub-section.

“or dealer a erual identificativn mark under the
ons of section 2, sub-section (4) of the Pro-
n, the mark shall be such as the registering
utmmtv directs in each case: Provided that—

{ay 1t shall consist of two plates, each béaring the
index mark of the district and some other distin-
guishing number assigned by the = registering
authority; and having 1n addition a letter of the
alphabet. provided that, in the case of an identifi-
cation mark issued under Regulation 20 (6), only the
letters A, B, C, D and I shall be used;

(b) the colouring of the plates shall be different
from that used for the plates forming the ordinary
identification mark; in the case of 1dentification
marks assigned to manufacturers or dealers in motor
vehicles who are importers of motor vehicles the
plate shall be white and the letters and figures shall
be red, and in the case of other dealers the plate
shall be white and the letters and figures shall be
green;

(c) the lettering and numbering of the plates
shall be similar to those required in the case of the
plate forming the ordinary identification mark.

22. 1f the general identification mark is used at the
same time on more than one motor vehicle, the distin-
guishing letter placed on or annexed to the plates must
he different on each motor vehicle.

[y32]

23. The identification mark referred to in the two
preceding regulations if used on a vehicle for the
purpose of enabling any purchaser to proceed from the
place of purchase to any other registration district for
the purpose of registering and licensing the said
vehicle, in terms of section two of the Proclamation
shall have the letter *“ R’ prefixed to the index mark
of the district and such mark shall not be used on a
public road after the vehicle has reached its destina-
tion, which must be by the most direct route.

24. The provisions of Regulation 19 which relate to
the ﬁxing and illumination of identification plates
shall apply to the plates forming the general identi-
fiecation mark as thev apply to the plates forming the
ordinary ld&,lltlﬁ(,atl()n mark.

25. (1) The registering authority shall, upon
application being nade to him by any other registering
authority under the Proclamation or by any police
authority or by any police officer, forthwith provide,
free of cha a copy of the entries in his register of
motor vehicies velating to any specified motor vehicle
ov of the entries in his register of general identification




vy specified mdmumtmez or dealer.
The registering authority shall alsc supply to any othe:
person applying for a copy of the entries relating
any speciiied wotor vehicle a copy of such entri
payment of a fee of one shilling 1f the appl:
that he has a reasonable cause for requiring such s
copy.-

(2y 1f, however, a transcript of all current emntries
is required for trad de purposes this shall be supplied by
the registering authority to the applicant on payment
in a,dnu’ce of the cost of transcription.

marks re

26. Upon receiving from any court, in pursuance of
the Proci ama:wu. 1;&1110(11&1\ of any conviction of ﬂ»e
holder of =a licence granted by any re
authority, and of the order of the court in

9]

the registe ithority shall cause a copy of bUCL
pdltltiilul: der 10 be sent free of charwe to the
police authority for the area in which the holder of

the licence resides

EXAMINATION AS TO COM NCY 10
DRIVE.

27. Any person desiving to drive a motor wvehicle
upon a public road shall first obtain a licence so to do.
No such licence shall be issued by any registering
authority until the apph( nt has produced a certi-
ficate of competency. For the puxpo»e of obtaining
such certificate the appfudnt shall submit himself io
an examiner appointed in terms of sub-section ()) of
section twenty of the Proclamation for examination.
Such examiner shall then satisfy hirmself that in
addition to bemﬂ gualified in terms of the Prociama-
tion the applicaut has sufficient knowledge of the
Proclamaiion, and the regulations theleuudez, o
answer the following (ue;hem—ﬁ-

(1) Which is the correct side of the road to
drive on?

(2) On which side do you pass vehicles which
yotx are ov ertaking?

{3) Describe the following swayside signs (1)
speed limit, (2) caution (3) school.

(4) How do you know the area to which a parti-

CUL{ speed limit applies?

(5 Whot is the maximum spesd allowed for
anyone driving under a learner’s licence?
(6) Whas lights rmaust your vehicle carry af
night?
{7y If when driving on a road you overtake a
vehicle, ov have to pass o stationary vehicle which
is on vour side of the road, and at the s"me fime

a vehicle i nnbrocm}m.: from the opposite divection,

which vehicle has vight of way?




(8) What precautions should be taken at corners,
bends and turnings in the road?

28. An examiner, if required to test an applicant
not resident in the area for which he has been
appointed, shall first satisfy himself that there is =
good and sufficient reason lfor doing so, and may, if
he thinks fit, require such applicant to produce a
certificate from the District Commissioner of the dis-
trict in which he resides or has recently heen residing
tifving that he 1s a fit and proper person to hold
a licence.

GENERAL.

24, The registering wuthovity and any police officey
spectively empowered to perform any duty or
reise any power for the purpose of carrying the
woiations into effect.

X

are

300 The speed limit notices

ertion (1) of sectlon Al
shnall consist of—

or signs referred to in
ty-tro of the Proeclama-

{a) speed limiv: o hollow rving puinted rved with
outer dinmeter of 24 inches and inner diameter of
12 inches with a vellow board two inches helow it,
24 inehes long bv 12 inches wide, on which shall
be inscribed in black figures eight inches high and
one inch broad and the rate of speed which may
not he exceeded.

(b) speed limit de-restriction: as in (a) above,
and with two diagonals one-half inch wide, in black,
joining the opposite corners of the yellow board.

FIRST SCHEDULE.
{Under Regulation No. 11 (2}.]

MARKS ALLOTTED 'TO DIVISIONS.

Francistown............... ... .. ... .. BPA
SeTOWe v v e et e BPB
Tuli Block...... ..o BPC
Gaberones. . ........ o ieiiii BPD
Molepolole.......... .. ... ... BPE
Lobatsi........ ... ... ... ... ... .. BPF
Kanye...... .. . ... . BPG
Tsabong...... ... . ... .. ... ... BPH
Ghanzi.. ... ... o o i BPI

Maun. . ... BTJ

KRasane...... ... .. o o 3P K
Mochudi.. ... i oo i BPL

Bechuanaland Protectorate Government B P X



ALTERNATIVE Diacrav No. 2.

| B P a2

PROVISIONS TO BE COMPLIED WITH.

District
(1) Full name of owner.
(2) Postal address of usual residence of owner.

(3) Make of car.
(4) Weight unladen
(5) Whether intended for (a) private use ; or (b) use for trade purposes ;
or (c) use as a public conveyance

(6) Horse-power.
(7) Engine number
(8) Date of purchase of car
(9) Country in which duty was paid on importation
(10) Last place of registration and number.

Signature of -Applicant.
Date of Application

THIRD SCHEDULE.
(Under Regulation No. 15.)

1. Each plate must be rectangular and bear upon it the index mark
of the registering authority with whom the motor vehicle is registered
and the separate number assigned to the motor vehicle by that authority,
the mark and number being arranged in conformity with the arrange-
ment of letters and figures shown on one or other of the alternative
diagr ms.

2. The two p'ates, at the option of the owner, m1 be either of the

shapes shown in the alternative diagrams, or one of one shape and
one of the other.

3. The ground of the plate must be black. the letters and figures
must be white.

4. All letters and figures must be 3} inches high; every part of
every letter and figure must be & of an inch road and the total width
of the space taken by each letter or figure, except in the case of the
figure 1, must be 2% inches.



5. The space between adjoining letters and adjoining figures
be half an inch, and there must be a margin between ¢
of any or fizure and the fop and bottom of the plate
half and between the nearest part of any letter or !
¢ plate of least one ineh.
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FOURTH SCHEDULE.
{Under Regulation No. 20.)

BOOK TO BE USED BY DEALERS IN MOTOR-CARS.

Name: of

Date. | Journey From. | Destination. | Purpose. Passengers.




